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What we are today comes from our thoughts of yesterday, and our present thoughts
build our life of tomorrow: our life is the creation of our mind. If a man speaks or acts

with an impure mind, suffering follows him as the wheel of the cart follows the beast that
draws the cart.
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South Korea: President Must Reassure Buddhists

Chosun libo, Sept 4, 2008

Seoul, South Korea - The conflict between the government and Korea's largest religious group has lasted
for more than two months. On July 3, Buddhist demanded that officials involved in whatthey see as
discrimination are fired and basic remedies offered

On Aug. 27, some 200,000 Buddhist manks and
laymen held a large-scale rally denouncing the
government in the heart ofthe capital. Yet no way has
been found to resolve the conflict

Grand Mational Party chairman Park Hee-tae notes
= | flaws in the administration's responses on a daily
basis, and lawmakers suggest that the
administration deal with the issue more actively. But
there is no sign that the gavernment is doing
anything other than mutter of "misunderstandings"
and repeatthat the president has already expressed
= regret. Nowonder there are concerns that the

E adrministration does not realize how serious the situation is.
Dharmma Mihe
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South Korea: President Must Reassure Buddhists
Chosun Ilbo, Sept 4, 2008

Seoul, South Korea -- The conflict between the government and Korea’s largest religious group has lasted for
more than two months. On July 3, Buddhist demanded that officials involved in what they see as discrimination
are fired and basic remedies offered.

On Aug. 27, some 200,000 Buddhist monks and laymen held a large-scale rally denouncing the government in the
heart of the capital. Yet no way has been found to resolve the conflict.

Grand National Party chairman Park Hee-tae notes flaws in the administration’s responses on a daily basis, and
lawmakers suggest that the administration deal with the issue more actively. But there is no sign that the
government is doing anything other than mutter of “misunderstandings” and repeat that the president has
already expressed regret. No wonder there are concerns that the administration does not realize how serious the
situation is.

All religions exist on the foundation of saving mankind. Because religions embrace such a basic human problem,
conflicts between religions preaching limitless love and unending mercy invite extreme dichotomies, dividing
people involved in disputes into good and evil. That is why conflict between religions ignite annihilating hatred
and lead to bloodshed.

The Korean Constitution stipulates that no state religion is recognized and that religion is separate from politics.
It is because of that historical lesson that most modern states uphold separation of religion from politics.

The administration must take positive steps to alleviate the growing unease in our minds. A stitch in time saves
nine, they say, and with good reason. If a mishap is repeated time after time, it takes on the appearance of intent.
Take the omission of temples from a public transport information site covering the Seoul metropolitan area,
prepared by the Ministry of Land, Transport and Maritime Affairs: the same thing was repeated in an online
map prepared by the Ministry of Education, Science and Technology. Judgement on government actions is often

Al religions exist on the foundation of saving mankind. Because religions embrace such a basic human
problem, conflicts between religions preaching limitless love and unending mercy invite extreme
dichotories, dividing people involved in disputes into good and evil. That is why conflict between religions
ignite annihilating hatred and lead ta bloodshed
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passed based on subjective and emotional factors, and protestations that the government “didn’t mean it” fall on
deaf ears.

Thus the suspicion that a certain religious group was favored in appointments to important government posts,
the invitation to the presidential office of other religious leaders in the wake of a Buddhist protest rally, the
appearance of the police commissioner in a poster for an evangelical event, and a rude search of a car in which
the leader of the Jogye Order was traveling: they add up to a pattern. Separately, all the incidents may have been
accidents and misunderstandings, but it is hard to congratulate the government for having done the right thing.

The president has already said several times that it was all unintentional and has pledged to educate public
servants in avoiding bias against any religion. But what is really needed is not some vague program at the
working level but a genuine attempt at the highest level to reassure, specifically, Buddhists.

Given that the president's own evangelical religion is entangled in the current situation, it would be sensible for
Lee, never mind right or wrong, to visit Buddhist leaders and listen to them. Once hearts are pacified, other
issues, major and minor, can be resolved through mutual concessions. What both sides should pay particular
attention to in the process is mutual respect: they must ensure that no needless provocation or insult to the
other’s religion is committed.

From the Buddhist Channel

Statement Opposing Religious Discrimination
The Buddhists of Korea strongly protest the government's policies of religious discrimination

Avrticle 20 of the Constitution of the Republic of Korea stipulates the prohibition of state religion, and the
separation of religion and politics. However, since the inauguration of the new government, some of the high
government officials and the President himself have been violating the Constitution as if intent upon turning the
country into a Christian state. We strongly regret the government's physical suppression of the civil rights of
peaceful assembly and demonstrations demanding the principle of democracy.

Examples of religious discrimination by the present government

1. The President sent congratulatory messages via visual media to the prayer assembly in Busan City
dedicated to *"the dissolution of Buddhism in this country.™

2. The President declared the restoration of the Cheonggye River in the downtown Seoul as the will of
"Almighty God." While Mayor of Seoul, he likewise dedicated the city to ""Almighty God."

3. The biased appointment of a disproportionate number of high government officials of Christian faith.

4. Exclusion of temples on internet maps by the government, while listing only churches.

5. Having police search the car of the Chief Executive of the Jogye Order of Korean Buddhism.

People of the world highly value the peaceful coexistence of diverse religions in the Republic of Korea. We firmly
believe that a major factor of such admirable achievement has been the Buddhist spirit of tolerance, and the
great effort of the Order and devotees. However, as if to mock our tolerance and effort, the President has ignored
the principle of freedom of religious belief since his inauguration.

Our demands:

1. The formal apology of the President and the government.

2. Enactment of laws and regulations to prevent the discrimination of religion in the appointment of high
government officials.

3. Strong measures to prevent religious discrimination in the government policy.

We had a pan-Buddhist demonstration on August 27 at the plaza in front of the City Hall with the assemblage of
about tow hundred thousand Buddhists opposed to the biased religious policy of the government.



We ask for the endorsement of other Buddhist Orders and organizations for our proclamation against the biased
religious policies of the government. We also request to notify us your concurrence about our proclamation at
your earliest convenience at the address below, and include a statement from your Order or organization
supporting the harmony and solidarity of Korean

For more information about the pan-Buddhist demonstartion, please click
http://www.buddhistchannel.tv/index.php?id=45,7066,0,0,1,0

http://www.buddhistchannel.tv/index.php?id=45,7108,0,0,1,0
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