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By oneself the evil is done, and it is oneself who suffers: by oneself the evil is not
done, and by one’s Self one becomes pure. The pure and the impure come from oneself;
no man can purify another.
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What is True Compassion and Reprimand?

One time, a non-believer asked Shakyamuni Buddha:

“I will ask neither with words nor without words. Would you teel me what neiter existence not non-existence
really means?

Buddha kept a good silence.

Seeling the good silence of Buddha, the non-believer, with great admiration, said, “lI am truly grateful for your
great compassion, which awakened my ignorance by clearing the dark cloud over my head.” The non-believer
then quit the place.

When the non-believer was gone, Ananda asked the Buddha, “What is that made the non-believer attain
enlightenment?

“It is like a horse of good breed starting to gallop at the mere sight of the shadow of a whip,” said the Buddha.

If anyone whishes to know the great compassion of Buddha and the meaning of shadow of his whip, there is only
one true way — to take up a hwadu and practice without stopping. | tell you the practitioners of retreat; it is
totally vain to know the intent of the good silence of Buddha and the meaning of shadow of his whip. It is even
more absurd to think that the Buddha had actually raised a whip when he kept a good silence.

If anyone is able to break through their HWADU and realize the true meaning of all these quizzical happenings,
all the great Patriarchs under the haven would be good fellow-practitioners of that non-believer who questioned
Shakyamuni. However, if anyone is unable to relize the true meaning of the good silence, even the man of great
wisdom would not be any better than that non-believer in the Western Heaven. A single eye of the Buddha has
penetrated the three realms, past, present, and future; and the two eyes of the non-believer cut through the five
realms of Greater India.

When the non-believer asked Buddha to answer neither with words not without words, he was asking the
Buddha to say something without relying on “four ptopositions” or “hundred negations.” There is a prototype of
this case when a man paid a visit to the Great Chan Master Mazu Daoyi (709-788) and asked the Great Master to



answer the meaning of Patriarch’s coming from the West without relying on “four propositions” or “hundred
negations.”

All the practitioners should lock up the door and practice hard staking one’s own life for attaining
enlightenment relying neither on “four propositions” nor on “hundred negations.”

A thin thread of lotus root topples Mr. Sumeru,
And a tiny mustard seed is shaking great Heaven
By raising thunder and lighting.
November 2551 : On the opening day of the Winter Retreat
The Supreme Patriarch of the Jogye Order
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